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Only 56 Attwater's prairie-chickens 
remain in three Texas counties 

The endangered Attwater's 
prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus 
cupido attwateri) is a medium- 
sized chicken-like bird — about 
17 inches long — with a barred, 
brown and buff pattern. Males 
have an area of yellow-orange 
skin on each side of the neck 
that inflate during courtship dis- 
play. 

Although very similar in ap- 
pearance, the Attwater's, or 
APC for short, should not be 
confused with the lesser prairie 
chicken (Tympanuchus pallidi- 
cinctus) found in the Texas 
Panhandle area or Greater prairie 
chicken (Tympanuchus cupido 
pinnatus) found in Kansas and 
parts of Oklahoma and Ne- 
braska. The Attwater's is a sub- 
species of the Heath hen (Tym- 
panuchus cupido cupido), a 
grouse that became extinct on 
the East Coast of the United 
States in 1932. 

Historically, up to about one 
million APCs occupied an es- 
timated six million acres of 
coastal prairie grassland along 
the coastal bend of the Gulf of 
Mexico from Bayou Teche in 
Southwest Louisiana to the 
Nueces River in Texas. 

Today, unfortunately, only 
56 APCs remain in the wilds of 
three Texas counties — Colo- 
rado, Galveston and Refugio. 
The Attwater's prairie-chicken 
became extinct in Louisiana in 
1919. 

Loss of habitat has been the 
principle reason for the long- 
term decline in APC population 
levels. Agriculture, urban and 
industrial expansion, invasion 
of prairie habitat by woody spe- 
cies, and overgrazing have, in 
combination, resulted in a dra- 
matic decline of the coastal prai- 
rie habitat required for APC sur- 
vival. 

During the past several 
years, inclement weather cou- 
pled with the loss of habitat can 
be blamed for the bird's decline. 

These colorful prairie birds 
utilize different areas of coastal 
prairie grassland (comprised of 
perennial bunchgrass species 
like little bluestem, Indiangrass, 
switchgrass, and big bluestem) 
for various activities. 

Shortgrass cover (less than 
10 inches in height) is generally 
used for courtship and feeding; 
midgrass areas (10-16 inches in 
height) are used for roosting and 
feeding; and, tallgrass areas (16- 
24 inches in height) are needed 
for nesting, loafing, and escape 
cover. Grasses taller than 24 
inches are generally avoided, but 
are occasionally used for shade 
during the summer months and 
protection against inclement 
weather and predators. 

In January, males begin to 
gather on booming grounds or 
leks to start courtship activities. 
These areas, used year after year,. 

can range in size from 0.1 to 10 
acres. 

During the early morning 
and late evening hours the males 
perform their elaborate courtship 
dance by stretching their necks 
forward and erecting neck feath- 
ers, or pinnae, forward; at the 
same time, the tail is held verti- 

cally and the wings are extended 
downward. Rapid foot stamping 
is synchronized with the infla- 
tion of the yellow-orange air 
sacs on either side of the bird's 
neck. A low ventroloquial sound 
is produced from the air sacs re- 

See ATTWATER'S, Page 12 

Two bed and breakfasts 
available in Eagle Lake 

Visitors to Eagle Lake during the Fifth Annual Eagle Lake Prai- 
rie Chicken Festival should make reservations now to stay at one of 
two beautiful bed and breakfasts located just blocks from the down- 
town festivities. 

Eagle Hill Inn & Retreat, hailed as a premiere lodging facility of- 
fering more than just the comforts of home, is owned and operated 
by Linda Ferguson. 

Located over two acres in a quiet residential neighborhood, Eagle 
Hill offers spacious accommodations in the main house — most 
with private baths. 

The pool house provides a perfect private haven featuring a queen 
size bed, spa, steam room and sauna. An additional guesthouse 
brings the total number of guestrooms to nine. 

The Farris 1912 has been billed as the "Queen of Texas Early 
Hotels" and is credited with being the most prestigious hunting 
lodge on the Gulf Coast. 

Offering guest accommodations with turn of the century furnish- 
ings and an unusual collection of antiques, the famous hotel has a 
loyal following of returning guests each hunting season. 

To make reservations at Eagle Hill Inn & Retreat, call Ferguson 
at (409) 234-2511 or (409) 234-3551. Call (409) 234-2546 today to 
reserve a room at The Farris 1912 and enjoy your stay in Eagle Lake 
during the Fifth Annual Eagle Lake Prairie Chicken Festival. 

Serving the Restaurant & Food Market Industries 

PRODUCE 

Dale & Ralph Walker 
(409) 234-3009 

1140 Hwy. 90A West 
Eagle Lake, TX 77434 

EAGLE LAKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
GENERAL & FAMILY DENTISTRY 

Complete Oral Hygiene Program 
Crowns* Bridges • Dentures • Root Canals 

Extractions • Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Orthodontics 
Insurance, Medicaid & New Patients Welcome 

John B. Myres & Vilma Fernandez 
(409) 234-3525 • After Hrs. (409) 234-5172 

700 S. McCarty • Eagle Lake 

Tractor Parts 
Save 40-60% — Used & New 
Case IH, John Deere, MF, AC, Ford. 

Buying salvage tractors daily. 

EAGLE TRACTOR 
908 E. Main • Eagle Lake 

(409) 234-2516 (800) 833-5867 

EAGLE 
LAKE 
DRUG 

STORE 
Beanie Babies - current & retired 

Gifts For All Ages 
INSURANCE PROGRAMS ACCEPTED 

HOME HEALTH CARE 
EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 
SALES ~ SERVICE ~ RENTALS 
MEDICARE APPROVED 
HOSPITAL BEDS 
OXYGEN EQUIPMENT 
WALKERS - CRUTCHES 
BATH SAFETY EQUIP. 

FREE DELIVERY 
(409) 234-2502 • (800) 481-3834 

After Hours: (409) 234-3834 
702 S. McCarty • Eagle Lake 

LAKE MOTORS 
of Eagle Lake 

CHEVROLET • OLDS • CADILLAC 

WELCOMES EVERYONE 
TO THE 5th ANNUAL 

EAGLE LAKE PRAIRIE 
CHICKEN FESTIVAL 

& KIDFISH 1999! 

Sponsoring KIDFISH 1999 
Sat, April 10 

9 a.m. -12 Noon @ Thornton Pond 

WE DEMOLISH THE 
COMPETITORS ON PRICE! 

Come to LAKE MOTORS 
of EAGLE LAKE for all 

your transportation needs. 
SALES • SERVICE • RENTAL 

(409) 234-5556 • (800) 525-3001 


